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Save the Date: Sunday March 14 @ 6 PM
District Wide COVID Memorial and Prayer Service: Online Worship

Many of us have been impacted by the coronavirus.
As we approach the one year anniversary of when things began closing down,
we want to pause and acknowledge our grief,
and look forward with hope to the future.

We will be sharing an online memorial and prayer service on our Facebook page on March
14.

We will be collecting the names of those connected to our District who have died from
COVID-19. Please send them via SignUpGenius and the names will be shared in the
service.

Urgent Need in Lawrence County
(Shawnee District) 

Lawrence County, along with other areas in
Southeastern Ohio, has suffered extensive
damage from the recent ice storms. There have
been massive power outages in the area of
Proctorville (across the Ohio River from
Huntington, West Virginia).
 



Local churches have opened their doors to provide warming centers, showers and food for
those affected. West Ohio Conference and Shawnee Valley District Disaster Response
Coordinators have been in touch with the pastors and have provided financial assistance.
 
Now the hands and feet of Christ are needed for clean-up. The main needs currently are
for volunteers to monitor the warming centers; provide food and be good listeners for the
survivors. There is also a need for brush removal. We are coordinating with the Southern
Baptist emergency responder group with chainsaw work.
 
Soon there will be a need for flood relief as the snow and ice melt. We will be providing
more information soon about coordinating teams to help folks clean out flood damage.
 
If you are interested in helping, please contact one of the District Disaster Response Co-
Coordinators for more information.
 
Diana Hall - 740-637-0829
Gary Stabler - 740-384-3328

West Ohio Camps - Registration is Open!

To make up for the fun we missed last Summer, West Ohio camp directors have planned
exciting programs for the upcoming camp season.
Ken Overholser, West Ohio Director of Camping and Retreat Ministries said, “We really
missed having Summer camp last year. But, we look forward to making up for what we
missed. We have great programs planned as we enjoy the outdoors.”
Registration is now open for all summer camps. New health protocols as well as limits on
capacities have been implemented to insure the safety of all attendees and camp
directors. Click here for registration.

Lent Book Study - Sunday Evenings on Zoom

As part of the Ohio River Valley District's continuing commitment
to anti-racism, we'd like to invite you to a 6-week Lent book study
reading and discussing The Color of Compromise: The Truth
about the American Church's Complicity in Racism by Jemar
Tisby. The study will be done via Zoom so all across the
conference are invited to take part. Meetings will be guided by
Rev. Vicki Robinson from Church of the Saviour UMC Cincinnati
along with additional facilitators who will lead smaller groups in
Zoom break out rooms.

Discussions will be on Sunday evenings from 7-8:30pm starting
February 21 and will continue through March 28. The first Zoom
had over 40 attendees! Prayerfully consider joining in this important reflective work
to truly build an anti-racist church.

Please register here. Once you have signed up, purchase the book at your favorite book
store, and read the first 2 chapters before the first gathering on February 21.
 
Questions? Contact Rev. Vicki Robinson by email by clicking here.



The Zoom meeting information will be emailed to you prior to the first session.

Mark Chow To Lead Foothills

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer intends to appoint the Rev.
Mark Chow as Foothills District Superintendent
effective July 1, 2021. 

“I could not be more pleased that Rev. Mark Chow has
accepted my invitation to become a conference
superintendent assigned to the Foothills District,” Palmer said. “Mark’s love for Jesus
Christ, the church and The United Methodist Church in particular are conspicuous. He
serves with love, skill and humility. He has itinerated widely in the West Ohio Conference,
and without exception, he is known as a true servant-leader. He and his wife Nancy will be
a gift to this ministry.” Read the full story here.

Resources

2021 Youth Summer Mission and Spiritual
Development Trip Grant Application

Get Application Here

We understand that this year’s summer youth
mission trip might not look like those in the past. We
want to encourage you and support you in finding a
way to capture the spirit of what happens on a
youth mission trip and share that powerful
experience of loving God and serving others in safe
and creative ways this summer. 
Each of you will be called to do something a little different that suits your group, your
context, and the need that God has put on your heart. Regardless of what it is, we want
you to know that the ORV is here to support you. We are still offering the $1,000 youth
mission and spiritual development grants. We are doing so with an expanded
understanding of what a ‘youth summer trip’ means.
 
I encourage you to dream, pray, and think in bold and creative ways about how to engage
youth in mission, service, and spiritual growth safely this summer. If you’d like ideas on
how to be involved with our local mission partners or smaller rural churches, or to use the
Deerfield Church as a mission base for the week, please reach out. I’d love to share ideas
and resources from across the district with you. I look forward to hearing about all of the
amazing ways you’ll lead, serve and grow with our youth this summer.
 
Blessings!
Rev. Suzanne Allen

Wondering Wednesdays - March 10 @ 11:30 AM
 
From Todd: As we all know, C-19 has changed a lot of things -
including the way we do ministry. It seems like every new
season brings a Covid first. 
 
Suzanne and I have learned from pastors and laity in phone
calls, emails and Connecting Points that you have a lot on your
mind. We thought it would be helpful to get together every
couple of months with you to talk about issues brought on by this period of pandemics.
We hope you will be part of the conversation.
 



Our next installment of Wondering Wednesdays will be March 10.
Joe Galyon will lead a conversation on copyright licensing and the current status of music
in worship.
Sign up via SignUpGenius and the Zoom link will be emailed.

Bishop Palmer's Leadership Clinic -
Thurs March 4th

Knowing how to navigate the church in a pandemic
is a challenge. Adapting and improving the way we
lead during this season is a must. Bishop Gregory
Palmer’s monthly Leadership Clinics are live, online
opportunities to give you access to leadership
insights from local, national, and global leaders.
 
From Social Media to Social Ministry: A Guide to Digital Discipleship

During this month's Leadership Clinic, Bishop Palmer’s guest will be Pastor Nona Jones,
the globally renowned expert on social media ministry. Nona will provide her unique point
of view on the age of digital discipleship from her bestselling book “From Social Media to
Social Ministry.” You’ll learn practical steps to take your church’s ministry and discipleship
to the next level, into the digital age. Bring your questions and be prepared to learn.
 
Nona Jones is an author, speaker, and head of Faith-Based Partnerships at Facebook. An
expert in expanding the influence of the Gospel through social technology, she coined the
term “Social Ministry,” and partners with churches and ministries to help them fulfill the
Great Commission through digital impact. Check out her new book: From Social Media to
Social Ministry
 
REGISTER HERE by Sunday Feb 28

Those who attend are eligible for a grant up to $1000 to help your church enhance
your social media/communications/technology capabilities.
Participants will have the option to join a “Social Media Learning Group” which will
take place this spring. These learning groups will be based on your experience level
to help you learn new ways to use social media in ministry.

Message from the Wesley Foundation

Are you a UC Student? Are you going to be a UC Student?
Do you know a UC Student?
If you answered yes, we want to tell you more about
Living at Wesley!

The Wesley Foundation in Cincinnati has openings in both
campus houses for the 2021-2022 academic year.
The Wesley House, located at 2717 Clifton Avenue, has rooms
open for undergraduate students, and our house at 650 Riddle
Road has space available for graduate and professional students.
Both house are conveniently located to UC’s main/Uptown West campus and is a short
walk to the medical campus. We are also a short drive from Cincinnati State Technical
and Community College’s Clifton Campus.
As you consider your housing options at UC, we hope you will consider this unique
opportunity to live in Christian community. Rent covers all utilities.
For more information or to schedule a tour, contact us at (513) 861-2929
or info@wesleyuc.org

Statistical Reports Due Friday



2020 proved to be a difficult year for all of our churches
and statistical reporting definitely isn't on top of the priority
list. Even so, the Year End Statistical Report should be
started in the Ezra reporting system by Friday, February
26. If you have questions or need assistance, please
contact the District Office.

Classifieds

Paid and unpaid job openings:
John Wesley UMC - Director of Family and Student Ministry
North Bend UMC - Keyboardist/Pianist
Shiloh UMC - Director of Student and Family Ministries
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Children's Pre K-6 Teacher
John Wesley Early Learning Center - Assistant Teacher
Anderson Hills UMC - Director of Student Ministry

Items needed and available:
A friend - Free! Choral music
Faith Community UMC member - Free! Handmade cloth masks

Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Betty M. Koch who died Wednesday, February 17, 2021. Betty was married to Rev.
Harvey W. Koch, Jr. who was a retired West Ohio Conference pastor. Together they
served Syracuse Charge, Ansonia, North Bend, Southern Hills, and Antioch. Condolences
will reach Rev. Koch at 4146 Woodsly Drive, Batavia, OH 45103. Memorial donations are
suggested to Heartland Hospice or the charity of your choice.

Edith Mulford who died Tuesday, February 16, 2021. She was married to the late Rev.
Marvin Mulford who was a retired pastor from the West Ohio Conference. He served
appointments at Findlay South Circuit, Portage-Mt Zion Charge and Dunkirk, Portage
Christ, Dayton St. Mark, Toledo Hope, Toledo Epworth, Ottawa Trinity, Good Shepherd,
and Community churches. Funeral services will be private at St. Paul's United Methodist
Church in Defiance. You can make memorial donations to the Arthritis National Research
Foundation or the National Breast Cancer Foundation. To read her obituary and leave
condolences online click here.

Rev. Keun Sang Lee who died Sunday, February 14, 2021. He was a retired pastor from



the West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church currently serving at Athens
Korean church. Surviving are his wife, Sarah Lee; children, Deborah Lee and Samuel
(Mia) Lee; and grandchildren: Petra Lee, Jonas Lee, and Eben Lee. His service was held
on February 18 at the Korean Church of Columbus. To read his obituary and leave
condolences online click here.


