
News and Notes: February 2, 2021

View This Email in Your Browser

Thank you to everyone who tuned into our Resisting Injustice seminar on Saturday!
What powerful stories were shared and what encouragement we received
to live out our baptismal vows.

The Whova platform will remain live for several weeks.
This means you can go back and re-watch favorite pieces of the seminar.
Wish you could have been in two classes at once? You can go back and take as many
classes as you'd like!
(Note: Please use the same e-mail address you used to register as your login email.)

Below find some upcoming Lent opportunities to continue your study of biblical
justice and anti-racism.

Leaning into Justice

Ash Wednesday will kicking off Lent 2021:
Leaning into Justice Challenge. Each week
of Lent we will roll out resources and ideas
for learning, reflection and action organized
around a specific justice topic for that week
with guidance about estimated time
commitments. Saturdays will involve an
action item and Sunday will be a day of
rest. Follow the link to sign up to receive the challenge right to your inbox on a weekly or
daily basis.



Contact Kate Smith with any questions.

Lent Book Study Discussion  
The Color of Compromise:
The Truth about the American Church’s Complicity in Racism

6 week Study: Sundays 7-8:30 PM via Zoom
(February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28)

Join us this Lent for small group courageous conversations on racism
and the church. Based on Tisby’s book, we will discuss the difficult and
complex history of racism and the complicity of the church. Jemar
Tisby calls us to be courageous Christians as we face our tragic
historic truth in order to lead with authentic hope and reconciliation for the present.
Participants will need a copy of the book and will be asked to commit to read two chapters
a week.
“This is a must-read for all Christians who have hopes of seeing
reconciliation”—Latasha Morrison, founder & president, Be the Bridge.

Sign up now via SignUpGenius.

Contact Pastor Vicki Robinson at vicki.robinson@cos-umc.org with any questions.

Resources

Wondering Wednesdays - Next Week (Feb 10) at 11:30 AM
 
As we all know, C-19 has changed a lot of things - including
the way we do ministry. It seems like every new season brings
a Covid first. 
 
Suzanne and I have learned from pastors and laity in phone
calls, emails and Connecting Points that you have a lot on your
mind. We thought it would be helpful to get together every
couple of months with you to talk about issues brought on by this period of pandemics.
We hope you will be part of the conversation.
 
Please join us next week for our next installment of Wondering Wednesdays.
Sign up via SignUpGenius and the Zoom link will be emailed.

Tips for Ash Wednesday during COVID-19

Ash Wednesday, February 17 this year, is the beginning of
the Lent-Easter-Pentecost-cycle of the Christian year.

Each year, Christians worldwide attend church services
centered on the liturgical act known as the imposition of
ashes. But as COVID-19 cases continue to soar, churches

are left with the task of re-envisioning these liturgical markers while keeping faithful to their
importance and meaning in the community of faith. Below are some suggested
considerations for your preparations for Ash Wednesday. We begin by sharing some
scenarios and then offering some practical ideas for imposing the ashes safely. We
encourage you to take this information and work with your own worship team to
contextualize it for your community of faith.
Read more here.



Moving Forward - Saturday, February 13
Registration Deadline Friday

The West Ohio Conference is pleased to offer Moving Forward, an online training for
pastors and church leadership across the conference.

Featuring three nationally-known, dynamic speakers, this event will give you ideas about
how to navigate beyond our current environment and work together to reach others and
make Disciples for Jesus Christ.

Different-sized churches face different challenges so this event will feature workshop
tracks focused on both small churches and on medium-sized/larger churches.

Click here to learn more/register. The deadline to register is this Friday, February 5.

Classifieds

Paid and unpaid job openings:
North Bend UMC - Keyboardist/Pianist
Church of the Saviour UMC - Treasurer
Shiloh UMC - Director of Student and Family Ministries
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Children's Pre K-6 Teacher
Miami Whitewater UMC - Custodian
John Wesley Early Learning Center - Assistant Teacher
Anderson Hills UMC - Director of Student Ministry

Items needed and available:
A friend - Free! Small electronic piano & choral music
Faith Community UMC member - Free! Handmade cloth masks

Click here to view/respond to the ads above
Click here to submit your own classified

A Call to Prayer



Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Jon W. Barker who died Saturday, January 30. Jon, an Elder who retired in 2002
from the West Ohio Conference, served Marathon Charge, Chillicothe Trinity, Magnetic
Springs, Arcadia, New Knoxville, Zanesville Faith, Loveland, Collingwood, Elmore St. Paul
Trinity, North College Hill and South Lebanon. He is survived by his wife Elaine and family.
Jon's service will be held at Mason United Methodist Church this Friday, February 5.
Visitation will begin at noon with the service following at 1pm. You will be able to
participate through livestream at www.masonumc.org. Condolences will reach Elaine at
86 Willow Ridge Ct., Maineville 45039.


