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Stories from the District: 
Westwood UMC

Every year, Westwood United Methodist
Church in Cincinnati, OH takes up a Happy
Birthday Jesus collection. This special offering
is a missional offering as a way of giving a gift to
the greatest gift of all, Jesus Christ. As a
missional offering the church looks to ways to
give back locally, nationally and globally. In the
past, the church as given to Healthy Moms and
Babes, UMCOR, Grace Children's Hospital as
well as the local elementary school, Westwood
Elementary to name a few. 

In 2019, Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun and the Mission Team were introduced to a cart. Not just any cart,
but a hand-cranked, 3 wheeled multi-terrain cart that is sent to remote areas around the globe. The
organization, Mobility Worldwide, began in 1994, born out of the great need for hand-cranked
wheelchairs in isolated areas of Africa for victims of polio. As their website says, "Global Impact: Our
carts provide much more than mobility; they offer freedom, dignity and self-confidence."
 
This is not just any cart, it is a cart that transforms lives. Over the past 18 months, Westwood has
been in the midst of a church wide Breakthrough prayer initiative. Our call is to be the hands and
feet, voice and heart for the people seeking God.
 
Throughout the month of December the church was introduced to the cart through articles, videos
and the cart itself. The church rallied around this missional giving in a historic way. The carts cost
roughly $300 each and with $16540 collected, the church collected enough funds to purchase
55 carts!
 
What better way to celebrate the birth of Jesus than to be the hands and feet, voice and heart of
Jesus around the world! 
 
If you are interested in this ministry, we'd love to share it with you and your congregation.

Contact Beth Ann Crego at Westwood UMC for more information.

Good Samaritan Team 

mailto:bethanne@westwoodunitedmethodist.org


of Stephen Ministers

In the Ohio River Valley District, All In
Community has turned its restorative justice
efforts toward healing the most vulnerable
justice-involved persons - victims and families.
Over the course of several months, lay, clergy,
and area Stephen Ministers participated in a
series of trainings with All In Community and
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and
Corrections trainers. A Good Samaritan team
formed in partnership with the Greater Cincinnati
Stephen Ministry Network late last year.

Good Samaritans are specially trained and equipped Stephen Ministers, care ministers, and All In
Community laity and clergy who walk with crime victims in the healing journey. Good Samaritans
provide emotional and spiritual care, as well, to family members with an incarcerated loved one.
Within the Greater Cincinnati Stephen Ministry Network, seven churches are committed to providing
care givers for victims and justice-involved family members. 
Within the Good Samaritan team, Stephen Ministers are:

People of faith who walk beside someone who is hurting. Stephen Ministers are NOT
counselors or therapists. They are caring Christian friends who listen, care, pray, and support
all to encourage healing with their care receiver.
A trained congregation member who is carefully selected to serve because of his/her
caregiving gifts. Stephen Ministers are NOT experts in navigating the criminal justice system
on behalf of victims or families of the incarcerated.
Caring individuals who meet faithfully each week individually with their care receivers of the
same gender for as long as there's a need. All meetings are confidential. Stephen Ministers
are NOT support group facilitators or family counselors. Nor are they advocates for victims'
rights or family rights within the justice system.

To request a Stephen Minister referral for yourself or a congregation member in the Ohio
River Valley District, contact ORV District Superintendent Todd Anderson via email or
at 513-421-2057.

For more information about starting a Good Samaritan initiative in your church or area, contact Reba
Collins at allincommunity@wocumc.org or 513-262-0184. 

And remember, it's not too late to attend the free Good Samaritan workshop on February 15th at
Maumee UMC. Details and registration are available here.

 Resources

Reminder to church treasurers: 

In January of this year, you should have received
a letter and ACH authorization form with your
blue benefits statement, stating The Conference
is transitioning all pension paid by check to
pension electronically via ACH. 
If you have already completed this form, thank
you!  If you have not already done so, please
submit a completed ACH authorization form to
The Conference office as soon as possible. 
 

The due date is February 15.   If you did not receive this notification, please contact Rhonda Tyree
by phone at 614-505-7423 or via e-mail at rtyree@wocumc.org.  Your prompt assistance in this
matter is greatly appreciated, as our live date is April 1. 

https://smswohio.wixsite.com/sm-network
mailto:tanderson@wocumc.org
mailto:allincommunity@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/good-samaritan-workshop-all-community
mailto:rtyree@wocumc.org


 
A Perfect Love Books are Here! - Lenten Study Opportunity

If you ordered copies of A Perfect Love through the conference website, your order is at the ORV
office ready to be picked up. You can pick up your orders M-F, 8:00am-4:00pm. 

Supplemental materials are now available at www.westohioumc.org/conference/perfect-love
They include:

   -a weekly video teaching from Bishop Palmer
   -worship helps and sermon seeds for the five Sundays of the series
   -four weeks of small group discussion questions
   -a slide template for the series

For more details about how the series is structured, check out this welcome letter.
Any other questions?  Please contact Rev. Suzanne Allen at sallen@wocumc.org 

If you need additional books, Upper Room has agreed to provide a 50% discount to churches
ordering this re- source directly from them. Orders can be placed through their call center at 
800-972-0433. Please use the discount code PERFECTLOVE50.

Renewal Scholarship for Clergy:
Apply Before February 15
 
During these cold and drab days of winter in
Ohio, do you need a change of scenery? A
chance for some uninterrupted time by yourself?
As people of faith, keeping "Sabbath" is
essential  to maintaining one's relationship with
God. For clergy to truly have a Sabbath, it is
oftentimes necessary to get away from home!

However, the cost of travel is always a
consideration. Lakeside Chautauqua provides
a place and also helps with the cost. United
Methodist clergy may apply for a Renewal
Scholarship that will provide hotel lodging (up to
3 nights) in the Fountain Inn. You are invited to
take time with God along the beautiful shores of
Lake Erie for rest and renewal. You can use this
unstructured time for prayer, planning and
mediation. The time is yours. Lakeside
Chautauqua provides the hotel room free of
charge,click here to download the application
form. The deadline to submit applications is
February 15, 2020.

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/perfect-love
http://www.westohioumc.org/conference/perfect-love
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/97bb2b3c-08ae-4de7-b79c-7513e9cb4757.pdf
mailto:sallen@wocumc.org
https://www.lakesideohio.com/assets/documents/Religion/Clergy_Renewal_Scholarship_Application_2016.pdf


MARCC- Housing Trust Fund Justice Effort

The Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition is a
member of the Affordable Housing Advocates.
Josh Spring, Executive Director of the Greater
Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless and I as
MARCC Executive Director, co-chair the AHA
Housing Trust Fund Committee. This is the
Committee that has designed the concept and
advocated for a Housing Trust Fund Ordinance,
which past City Council in December 2017. Our
next step is to find substantial dedicated funding
for the Housing Trust Fund. To do this Affordable
Housing Advocates, Greater Cincinnati Coalition
for the Homeless and MARCC needs your help
to end homelessness and create affordable
housing. Together all organizations will be
working together to place this initiative on the
November 2020 Ballot. First, we need your help
to collect signatures to place the Housing Trust
Fund on the Ballot, then to pass the HTF Ballot
Issue on November 3, 2020.

To accomplish this, we are hoping your congregation will commit to a few things:

1.  Recruit and encourage members of your organization, or your congregation and staff, to collect
signatures outside polling locations.

2.  As a congregation or organization, sign up to cover a certain number of hours at polling locations.

3.  Appoint one or more individual(s) to be Metropolitan Area Religious Coalition of Cincinnati's
Champion(s).  They will be the point-person who, with your backing, will recruit  members of your
congregation and staff to cover polling hours, connect with the Homeless Coalition office to stock
petitions and ensure each collector has proper training.  Those Champions will coordinate the March
17 schedule for your congregation(s) and will maintain communication with Homeless Coalition staff.

To complete these three items, please click the link below, and fill out a brief form.  Be our Housing
Trust Fund Champions and submit the form by the end of Friday, February 14. Please click on
this link to sign up as a champion. Congregations (Faith)  https://forms.gle/d46h8td5whM2KQUW7

 Educational Opportunities

Summer Impact 2020
Intern Application 
Deadline This Weekend

Do you know (or are you) a young adult that
has the drive to work hard and desire to make
a positive, lasting IMPACT? Consider applying
to be an intern for Summer Impact & serve in
Cincinnati, Ohio!

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarcconline.us2.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7d8c5b420d320e2c075a58530%26id%3De219176f17%26e%3Def7c6436da&data=02%7C01%7Csallen%40WOCUMC.org%7C802690b8a8884bcdcef208d7ac0e9f7d%7Cff6b5ac1764c475ca97c2e640b630705%7C1%7C0%7C637167051121534093&sdata=rKg23%2B8s1cPerUQ775FvHMDj%2FY5GP0Iubtal2T7Lo8o%3D&reserved=0


As a way to deepen your love & understanding of
God while exploring God's call on your life,
interns will lead groups in serving, study,
worship, & reflection.
Applications for this 8-week paid internship are
due on February 15, 2020. To learn more about
the internship or to apply
visit http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact-
internship/ or email Rev. Kate Smith
(ksmith@hpcumc.org) . Summer Impact is a
ministry of Hyde Park Community UMC.

Lay Servant Ministry - Spring Classes

Friday, March 6, 2020 from 6:00 - 9:00 PM 
Saturday, March 7, 2020 from 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM Registrar:
Jayne Lash 
Email: jklash616@cinci.rr.com

Location:
New Vision UMC 4400 Reading Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45229

Register for: 
Basic Course
Advanced Course: Called to Preach
Advanced Course: Conflict Resolution

Registration deadline is February 28
Download and share the flyer for more information

All In Community News: 
Free Opportunities

Several free equipping and engagement
opportunities coming up soon.

Next Saturday Feb 22, join us for an extended
Good Samaritan workshop at Maumee UMC.
This workshop will help you respond with the
special healing touch needed with crime victims.
Care ministry and Stephen Ministers are
encouraged to attend. See flyer for details.

At the end of the month on February 28th, we are partnering on a free Lunch & Learn (in Columbus
at Christ the King) to preview the upcoming Building Bridges of Opportunity Conference: Restorative
Transformation. See flyer for details.

I hope you will take advantage of some of these opportunities.
May you be encouraged by the God of peace, love and grace.

Blessings,

http://hydeparkchurch.org/summer-impact-internship/
mailto:ksmith@hpcumc.org
mailto:jklash616@cinci.rr.com
https://www.westohioumc.org/equip/equipping-events/district/ohiorivervalley/event/orv-lay-servant-ministries-basic-course-march
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/lay-servant-ministries-advanced-core-course-called-preach
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/lay-servant-ministries-advanced-course-conflict-resolution-1
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/b3cabf7b-9deb-4a3e-87bd-d50140004f6c.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/83cf319c-d572-467e-a97b-13a855fe0f38.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/e2ad693a-8d20-41f1-b638-760ad4f58208.pdf


Reba

 Church and Ministry Partner Events

Armstrong Chapel UMC, Super 
Charge Men's Conference - Feb. 22

Red Lion UMC, Drive 
 Through Ashes - February 26

Church of the Saviour UMC, 
Memory Care Seminar - March 7

Faith Community, Stop Teen 
Suicide Workshop -  March 8

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Director of Operations Submit your own Ad
Epiphany UMC - Wee Three Kings Preschool Director
Lebanon UMC - Music (& Choir) Director
Lebanon UMC - Worship Leader
Oak Hills - Church Secretary
Mt. Moriah UMC - Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministries
Epiphany UMC - Associate Pastor of Care, Missions & Outreach
Bethany UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Cornerstone UMC - Worship Director
Middletown First UMC - Guitarist/Songleader
Church of the Saviour UMC - Director of Children's Discipleship
 
Items needed and available:

Christ, Prince of Peace UMC: Gas stove available for purchase
Waynesville UMC: Shed available for purchase
Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/super-charge-conference-men-building-faith
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/drive-through-ashes
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/normal-vs-not-normal-aging-seminar
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/stop-teen-suicide-workshop
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting
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