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Westwood UMC's Laundry Love ministry was recently featured on Local 12 news!
Watch the story here.

Spring Celebration and
Thank You Send Off for Todd and Suzanne

Tuesday, June 7 @ 5:30 PM (Note New Start Time)

Our annual Spring Celebration highlighting this year's ministry milestones and
achievements will take place on June 7, at Westwood United Methodist Church, 3460
Epworth Ave, Cincinnati 45211. This is the time we recognize our retirees, ordinands,
pastors coming/pastors going, and more. Our new District Superintendent, Rev. Jenn
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Lucas will be in attendance.

As a special event, we'll be combining the Spring Celebration with a Thank You
Send Off for Todd and Suzanne. We want to thank them for their ministry to us over the
last 6 years before they transition to their new roles as co-pastors of Hyde Park
Community on July 1.

At 5:30pm, we will be hosting a reception in their honor. We invite you to come so you can
say goodbye and thank them for their ministry. We will be serving delicious hors
d'oeuvres provided by UMC Food Ministry. Following the reception, we hope you will stay
for our annual Spring Celebration, recognizing this year's milestones in ministry.

We are also taking up a love offering for Todd and Suzanne. If you would like to
contribute, please send a check to the Ohio River Valley District, 7388 E Kemper Road,
Cincinnati 45249. Please note in the memo line that it is to go towards Todd and
Suzanne's gift.

If you plan to come to the reception, please bring a card or some form of well wishes for
each of them. If you are unable to attend the reception, please mail a card to the ORV
District office at the above address.

Feel free to contact Nancy Newton with any questions, nnewton@wocumc.org

UMCOR Kit Collection Begins this Week!
 
For the next month, the West Ohio Conference will be
collecting hygiene and cleaning kits (flood buckets) at
locations around the Conference. Midwest Mission
Distribution Center, our North Central Jurisdiction
UMCOR Depot in Pawnee, IL, will then send a truck to
collect the items so they are ready for the next domestic
natural disaster. Instructions for assembling the kits can be found here.
 
For a complete list of drop-off locations, click here. Pick-ups can also be arranged with
any of our West Ohio District Disaster Coordinators. Contact Conference Disaster
Response Coordinator Jeff Walker at jwalker@alink.com or 740-323-6750 to arrange
pick-up. For questions or more information, email mgrace@wocumc.org.

Important Annual Conference Information

Get the latest at WestOhioUMC.org/AC/2022
 
The 53rd Session of the West Ohio Annual
Conference is fast approaching. Under the
theme, Becoming, we will worship, hold celebrations
of ministry, and care for the business of our annual
conference.
 
As we look forward to conferencing together, there are several details to make note of:
 
·    The Annual Conference Session will be held virtually on Friday, June 3, and
Saturday, June 4.
 
·    Informational Sessions: Virtual informational sessions will be held held via Zoom for
each of the recommendations and information regarding the Board of Trustees Report for
the 2022 Annual Conference. Participants will have a chance to learn more about each
recommendation and the Trustees Report as well as ask questions. Click
here for Informational Session schedule and details.
 
·    Voter Training Session: We are using the same voting system as we have for the last
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two years. If you are unable to attend, a brief training will be held prior to the opening of
Annual Conference. Voter ID numbers are required to vote and they will be assigned soon
and emailed to all members. Click here to register for training session.

·    Offering: The conference offering will go toward International Disaster Response
through the United Methodist Committee on Relief. When a natural or human-caused
disaster strikes outside of the United States, UMCOR serves as the primary channel for
United Methodist assistance. This includes supporting refugees fleeing disasters with food,
water, hygiene, and other essential non-food supplies and temporary shelter. To
donate, click here.

What Happens When a New Denomination
Launches?

On May 1st, the Global Methodist Church marked the
official launch of their new, theologically conservative
breakaway denomination.

United Methodist and Global Methodist leaders agree
that any separations from The United Methodist Church will take time to sort out. After all,
Methodism’s founder John Wesley instructed: “Do not rashly tear asunder the sacred ties
which unite you to any Christian society.”

Here is a look from UMNews at some frequently asked questions on where things stand.

Resources

From Green Umbrella:
Congregations and Carbon Neutrality

This Sunday! Join Faith Communities Go
Green at Mt. Auburn Presbyterian for an
open house to learn about their journey
towards carbon neutrality. Learn more
and register here.

Faith Communities Go Green partners
with religious communities to create a
more sustainable and equitable future for
all by mobilizing their moral voice to
reduce the risk of catastrophic climate
change. To learn more and join the team,
go to FCGG.org

Tax Exemption for Ministries:
Your Group Ruling Questions Answered 

Did you know there is a fast, easy, and efficient
process for getting your Methodist ministry’s federal
tax-exempt status - without going through the laborious
process of applying to the IRS? The General Council
on Finance and Administration – the administrative
executive agency for the United Methodist Connection - has been granted a Group Tax
Exemption ruling by the IRS. This allows us to issue a Letter of Inclusion to established
United Methodist ministries, including local churches, granting 501(c)3 status to those
organizations. Our experienced Legal Team compiled this fantastic list of FAQs to help
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you understand and obtain your federal tax-exempt letter.

Learn More About the UMC's Group Ruling
Apply for Inclusion in Group Ruling

Generous Leadership Course for Clergy
Deadline To Sign Up is May 24

The United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio
encourages clergy to take the Generous Church
Leadership Course offered by Discipleship Ministries.
The online course helps clergy develop their
understanding and confidence for leading
congregations toward growth in generosity.
The first five WOC clergy who contact the Foundation about their intention to enroll will
receive a coupon code to receive a free Early Bird course fee! Please contact Susan
Black at sblack@wocumc.org if you are a WOC clergy person interested in signing up for
the class. Deadline is May 24th to contact the Foundation. Learn more here.

Bob Edwards Memorial Fund 
Grant Application Open through Friday May 27th
 
Bob Edwards was a long time supporter of missions within
the Cincinnati and Ohio River Valley Districts of The United
Methodist Church. He had a heart for children and worked
diligently to make sure that children had the educational
and nutritional support they needed. He was also a faithful
supporter of Scouting Ministries.  A memorial fund serves

to continue his good work. 

The Bob Edwards Memorial Fund Grant Application for Summer Enrichment and
Nutritional Support for children is now open. If your church or agency offers educational,
spiritual and nutritional support for children who are under resourced in these areas, we
invite you to apply for a grant to support this important ministry. We will also consider
applications for projects related to scouting ministries. Grant applications are due to
Rev. Suzanne Allen (sallen@wocumc.org) by May 27, 2022.

Download and fill out the Word document here.

West Ohio Conference Ministry Internships
Available

Applications are currently being accepted for the West
Ohio Conference Ministry Internships. This paid
experience is an opportunity for college students to
discern a call to ministry in various ways. 

The dates of the internship are June 1- July 22, 2022, with placements in local churches
throughout the West Ohio Conference. Each Intern will be paid $4,000 for participation in
the Intern Program. Learn more and apply here.

Local Church and Ministry Partner Events
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Miami Whitewater UMC
Soul'd Out Concert

May 22
Click here for more details

Miami Valley District - Retirement
Party for Dr. Jocelyn Roper

May 22
Click here for more details

Click here to view/respond to the ads below
Click here to submit your own classified ad

Paid and unpaid job openings:
Office Manager - Middletown Christ UMC
Next Generation Pastor - Faith Community UMC
Executive Director of Wesley Foundation Cincinnati/Associate Pastor of Clifton UMC
Youth Director - Miami Whitewater UMC
Director of Diversity & Belonging - West Ohio Conference

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and
remember in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Irene Rainsberger who died Monday, May 9, 2022. She worked in the Methodist Church
Conference Office for years. She was married to the late Rev. Lynn Rainsberger, a Retired
Elder from the West Ohio Conference. He served appointments at Northview (Findlay);
Ashburn (Chicago); Salem (Mt Washington); Trinity (Mechanicsburg); King Avenue; Mt
Sterling; and Linden churches. The Rainsberger family will host a celebration of Irene's life
at 11:00 am on Saturday, May 21, 2022, at Wilmington United Methodist Church. The
family suggests making donations to the American Cancer Society or Wilmington UMC.
To
leave condolences online or to view her obituary click here.
_______________________________________________________________________

Rev. Barbara Nolin who died Saturday, April 30, 2022. She was a Retired Elder from
West Ohio who was ordained by the Evangelical United Brethren Church, which later
joined The United Methodist Church. She was the first woman to be ordained by that
denomination and served as the Director of Religious Education at St. Mark's United
Methodist Church in Findlay. She also served appointments at Cleves-Hooven and East
Mount Zion churches in the West Ohio Conference. In addition, she served as the Minister
of Music and the Choir Director at Terre Haute First Baptist Church and on the pastoral
care team at First United Methodist Church in Bloomington, Indiana. Her memorial service
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will be held at a later date. Donations in Barbara's name may be sent to St. Mark's United
Methodist Church, Findlay or The Presser Foundation. To leave condolences online or to
view her obituary click here.
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