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Billboard installed by McGonigle Millville UMC via a UM Communications grant. Read more below!
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We All Came From Somewhere Else...
Immigration Prayer Witness: 
Sunday, November 24, 2019
3:30pm to 5:00pm in Middletown

All in the Ohio River Valley District and beyond
are invited to join with your brothers and sisters
in Christ to prayerfully witness to the sacred
worth of all God's children, no matter where they
come from. This event will take place the Sunday



prior to Thanksgiving at the corner of Broad
Street and Central Avenue in Middletown. 

Afterwards, continue the gathering at First United Methodist Church with refreshments and
fellowship. Location Address: Corner of Broad Street and Central Avenue, Middletown Ohio 45044
Contact: Church office at 513.423.4629

UM Communications Grant Funds Billboard

Our rural church, McGonigle Millville United Methodist, has an average weekly attendance of 63 with
its fair share of mature members.  The church is located about five miles south of Oxford, Ohio near
the busy intersection of US 27 and Ohio State Route 130.  Also a part of that same intersection is an
obscure and unnoticed road, Lanes Mill, which happens to be the road our church is located on, not
far from this intersection; our church can be difficult to find for those not familiar with us.  

We are always looking for ways to attract new
people, not just for the sake of numbers but as a
way of fulfilling the Great Commission.  Early this
summer I realized the United Methodist
Communications Department offers grants for
this type of "advertising."  The church made an
application for a $750 Community Impact Media
Grant which was approved.  During discussions
with Lauren Nida, Senior Media Support
Specialist in Nashville, several options were
discussed and the best seemed to be a
billboard.  Because many billboards are near this
intersection one could be used to communicate
both the location of our church as well as a
spiritual-based message.  

With the wonderful help of the Communications Department a billboard was negotiated and secured
with an advertising company, artwork was approved and completed; the sign was erected November
15, 2019 and will be displayed for four weeks.  This sign will include our church address and website
as well as a Christmas message proclaiming "The Greatest Gift of All" with a package signed Love,
Jesus.

- Joyce Ann Leyrer, Communications Coordinator at McGonigle Millville

God's grace is sufficient in Costa Rica
 
Sixteen adventurous souls have been on a journey to discover "God's grace is sufficient" in Costa
Rica.
 
We found that God's grace is sufficient to build a house in 3 days! We worked alongside a local work
team under the direction of Mario Villalta of the Aphesis Project to build a house for Gonzolo and his
family in the Pavas barrio of San Jose.

A year ago, we built a similar house for Camillo.
At the dedication he said, "I hope I can do
something like this for someone else." He has
since given his life to the Lord, become a part of
a church, and was a vital part of this year's work
team. God is good!

We found that God's grace is sufficient to do a lot
of painting at the Emanuel Evangelical Methodist
Church in the Guadalupe barrio. The church is in
a changing neighborhood that is becoming
increasingly commercial. Pastor Fava remined



us in worship that, "the Son of Man came not to
be served, but to serve" and that we should
follow that example.

We were graced by being able to stay at the John Wesley House, meet with Bishop Luis Palomo,
visit the Cartago Catholic Church, visit the Hacienda Alsacia Starbucks Coffee Plantation, eat at
Ram Luna overlooking the San Jose Skyline, and tour the Hogar Methodist Children's Home.
 
The members of the team which traveled Nov. 5-13, 2019 included: Trina Biehl, Mike Cornelius, Jack
Ely, Helen Guilford, Laurie Jones, Linda Kunick, Cindy Liming, Aaron McFarland, Rev. Brad Olson,
Amy Reif, Mike Self, Carol Self, Gary Stanforth, Jennie Thompson, Michelle Thompson, and Jill
Woodward
 
No one can do everything, but everyone can do something. If this sounds like something you
would like to be a part of, teams will be returning in June and November, 2020. Please contact
Rev. Brad Olson, bgolson@aol.com, for more information.

2020 Mission Trip To Jamaica
 
A team is now forming to serve in Jamaica from February 22-
29, 2020. The primary task of the mission opportunity is to
build and bless a family with a 10'x20' house. 
 
There are many other exciting ways we build relationships -
sharing devotions at an elementary school, going on prayer
walks, visiting a nursing home and participating in "Jamaica
Day" are just a few. 
 
You will be blessed by your new Jamaican friends, you'll grow
in your love and devotion to God and make lifelong friendships
with those you serve alongside. Please prayerfully consider
this opportunity. To learn more contact Lisa Lockwood
at lockwood.lisa.l@gmail.com or Nancy Newton
at nlnewton236@gmail.com.

Epiphany Party 2020 - Volunteers
Needed for Committee
 
The Ohio River Valley District Office is looking
for volunteers to join our committee for Epiphany
2020!!! Volunteers will be needed before the
party for one or two meetings and to help with
decorations, as well as to provide hospitality the
day of the party.  
Our Epiphany celebration will be from 4-7pm,
January 5, 2020.   
 

For questions, or, if you would like to join the committee, please contact:

mailto:bgolson@aol.com
mailto:lockwood.lisa.l@gmail.com
mailto:nlnewton236@gmail.com


Rev. David Meredith, Pastor and Director of Urban Ministry: dmeredith@cliftonumc.com
Shira Jackson, Administrative Assistant: 513-421-2057 ext. 801, sjackson@wocumc.org 

 Resources

From West Ohio: 
Donating Stock to the UMC

The West Ohio Conference Council on
Development office has received several calls
recently asking about stock donation. If you are
considering a charitable contribution, let us help.
Gifting appreciated stock is one of the most
effective means of tax savings available.
Contact the Council on Development Office and
we will provide fee-free instructions. You may
reach Stan Ling at sling@wocumc.org 
or Cat Lyle at clyle@wocumc.org 
or by phone at 614-844-6200 Ext. 222.

Health Insurance Update

After a challenging renewal process with carriers, the
Board of Pension and Health have selected the carrier
and set the premium rates for 2020. Moving from
Aetna, the Conference will join Anthem Blue Cross
Blue Shield for medical and Delta for dental. VSP will
continue to provide vision services. Deductibles and
HSA/HRA contribution levels will remain the same.

For more information regarding the plan and what these changes mean to you, please join us at
one of our four renewal presentations starting at 3:15 p.m. following our Mapping Your
Journey to Wellness seminars. Or join us Thursday, December 5th at the Conference Center
(32 Wesley Blvd., Worthington) The December meeting is a health insurance meeting only and will
begin at 10:00 am. Learn more via the West Ohio Conference website.

 Educational Opportunities

mailto:dmeredith@cliftonumc.com
mailto:sjackson@wocumc.org
mailto:sling@wocumc.org
mailto:clyle@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/board-pensions-and-health-announce-2020-providers-and-premiums
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1


Teaching Tuesdays

Adventures In The Small Church:
December 3, 11:30 am-1:30 pm OR 6:00-8:00 pm

Taught by Rev. Chris Trumbull, Darrtown/McGonigle Millville 
and Rev. Maggie Trumbull, Christ the Prince of Peace

Chris and Maggie Trumbull share their stories of pastoring in small church settings in the Ohio River
Valley District. They will offer strategies that have worked for them through the creation of
partnerships, participating in cluster groups, prayer and encouragement.

Other Upcoming Teaching Tuesdays:

February 11: QPR (Question, Persuade, and Refer) Training: Suicide Prevention

Register now online!
Download the latest class descriptions here.

 Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Springboro First UMC, Christmas
Bazaar & Luncheon - November 23

Cherry Grove UMC, Holiday Gift
and Bake Sale - November 23

Middletown First UMC, 
Prayer Witness - November 24

Springboro First UMC, Breakfast with
Santa & Holiday House - December 7

Church of the Saviour UMC, Advent
Vespers: Long-Expected Dawn - Dec. 8

New Vision UMC, 
HalleBration - December 13-14

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/094f4d5e-1f2e-48b8-9c16-5c41c64f7d76.docx
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/christmas-bazaar-and-luncheon
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/holiday-gift-and-bake-sale
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/prayer-witness
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/breakfast-santa-and-holiday-house
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 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Middletown First UMC - Guitartist/Songleader Submit your own Ad
Church of the Saviour UMC - Director of Children's Discipleship
Hyde Park Community UMC - Director of Music
Waynesville UMC - Youth Minister
Korean-Madisonville UMC - Youth Ministry Director
Cornerstone UMC - Childcare staff
 

Items needed and available:

UMCFood Ministry: Free! Church Pews
Waynesville UMC: Free! Poinsettia Tree Stand
Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes
Mt. Healthy UMC: Free! Silver Communion Trays 
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Brass altar candlesticks & offering plates

  

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Mrs. Sharon Ann Bein who died Monday, November 18, 2019. She was married to the late Rev.
Ernest Bein. Ernie served Christ; Hamilton Grace; Wesley Chapel; Arcanum Faith; Circleville Good
Shepherd; Toledo Hope and California-Columbia. Visitation will be Saturday, November 23 from
9:30-11am with her funeral service following at 11am. It will take place at Spring Grove Funeral
Home, 4389 Spring Grove Ave, Cincinnati 45223. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to
the Alzheimer's Association.

Rev. William "Bill" Hanlon who died Tuesday, November 12, 2019. He was a retired pastor from
West Ohio who served appointments at Harrod, Calvary-Pleasant Chapel Charge, and Roundhead
Charge. Prior to serving in West Ohio he served charges in North Central New York at Brown
Memorial UMC & Westside Ministry Project, Heuvelton/Depeyster Charge, and The Oswegatchie
Parish. He is survived by his wife Rev. Pamela Hanlon. His funeral service was held Sunday. Burial
will be at a later date in Syracuse, New York. You may make memorial contributions The Ohio State
University Heart Transplant Center or Epiphany Ministry, Inc.. To view his obituary and leave
condolences online click here.

https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting
http://www.alz.org/
https://wexnermedical.osu.edu/transplant/heart
http://ohioepiphany.org/
https://www.chiles-lamanfh.com/obituaries/rev-william-edward-bill-hanlon/4592/
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