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Save the date for a beautiful day in the neighborhood!
Our Training Day will be Saturday, January 25 at Armstrong Chapel UMC.
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Thank you to everyone who came to our Building Bridges of Opportunity events last week!
Over two hundred were present between Cincinnati, Columbus, and live stream viewers.

Follow the Building Bridges of Opportunity page on Facebook for useful information
on transforming our communities, and future opportunities to get involved.

 
Connecting Points is for all United Methodists and friends in our region - all church members, church
leaders and pastors. It's an opportunity to connect for an hour with District Superintendent Todd
Anderson and Assistant District Superintendent Suzanne Allen for teaching and conversation. 
Before and after this hour discussion, we'll take care of a few things:

connecting with Pastor/Parish Relations teams to review their pastor evaluations
connecting with Pastors for their yearly one-on-one review

In the sign up you will register for your church's 30 minute session. When you do so, you are also
signing up for the Connecting Points session. It takes place in between the scheduled church
sessions. During a daytime meeting, the session for everyone runs from 2:45-3:45. In the
evening the time is 6:45-7:45. When signing up for your slot, please indicate the total number who
will be attending from your church. Sign up here!

Health Insurance Update

After a challenging renewal process with carriers, the
Board of Pension and Health have selected the carrier
and set the premium rates for 2020. Moving from
Aetna, the Conference will join Anthem Blue Cross
Blue Shield for medical and Delta for dental. VSP will
continue to provide vision services. Deductibles and
HSA/HRA contribution levels will remain the same.

https://www.facebook.com/pg/BuildingBridgesofOpportunity
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-connecting2


For more information regarding the plan and what these changes mean to you, please join us at
one of our four renewal presentations starting at 3:15 p.m. following our Mapping Your
Journey to Wellness seminars. Or join us Thursday, December 5th at the Conference Center
(32 Wesley Blvd., Worthington) The December meeting is a health insurance meeting only and will
begin at 10:00 am. Learn more via the West Ohio Conference website.

 Resources

Church Conferences and Online
Forms submission

Pastors, if you haven't already done so, secure
an Elder to preside at
your church conference and let the district office
know your plans by emailing Nancy Newton
at nnewton@wocumc.org. 

All church conferences should be
completed by the end of November and all
paperwork should be entered online or sent
to the district office by December 1,
2019. Get all of the forms via the West Ohio
Conference website.

In case you missed it: Consider using the suggested order found here along with the church
conference worship bulletin found here which will guide you in worshipful work together.

Please contact us if you have any problems or questions about your charge conference paperwork.
All pastors and anyone with the designation of "Church Data Administrator" has access to
your church documents on the WOC dashboard. 

Share the above video from Bishop Palmer here.

A New Way to View 
Small Church Vitality

I spend my working days as a pastor trying
to name reality for my congregation as we wind a
precarious way between the heights of aspiration and
the depths of self-criticism. We know that we are
supposed to be the tree planted by streams of living
water that brings forth fruit in due season (Psalms 1:3),
but some days feel more like the tree given one last
chance (Luke 13:8). We would sing the songs of hope
but keep hitting sour notes like the loss of a critical mass
of young adults or another expensive repair to our big
old building. 
We are not going to turn it around overnight.  
And we are not going to have to close in the morning. 
So where are we? Read more here

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/news/board-pensions-and-health-announce-2020-providers-and-premiums
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yq-gC0ydqws&feature=youtu.be
mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/2015-churchcharge-conference-reporting
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/77064305-87d7-4ea6-9d87-c25baa2ae4b3.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/41f10b79-257d-45f6-8d7f-55a6799393da.docx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yq-gC0ydqws&feature=youtu.be
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/996e6e02-a300-44ad-b111-8853009789cf.pdf


Global Mission Fellows Program Seeks Applicants

 ATLANTA - The Global Mission Fellows Program is accepting applications through Jan. 7. This two-
year program is a way for young adults - ages 20 through 30 - to engage with local communities

outside of their home context, connect the church in mission and grow in personal and social
holiness. The early access deadline is Dec. 2. Learn more here. 

 Educational Opportunities

Teaching Tuesdays

Next Up: Foster and Kinship:  What You Need to Know and How You Can Help 
Nov 19, 11:30 am-1:30 pm OR 6:00-8:00 pm

INSTRUCTOR: Karen Gibbs, Clough UMC

In today's world the increased prevalence of violence, mental illness and addiction in families is
driving more and more children into foster and kinship care. In this session you'll learn the ins and
outs of fostering and kinship care and ways your congregation can help and support families in your
church and community.

Other Upcoming Teaching Tuesdays: 

December 3: Adventures in the Small Church
February 11: QPR (Question, Persuade, and Refer) Training: Suicide Prevention

Register now online!
Download the latest class descriptions here.

 Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

https://www.umcmission.org/serve-with-us/global-mission-fellows/become-a-global-mission-fellows
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/094f4d5e-1f2e-48b8-9c16-5c41c64f7d76.docx


Prof. Pastoral Counseling Institute, 
Faith Leaders Lunch - November 12

Northern Hills UMC, Rummage 
and Bake Sale - November 15-16

Church of the Saviour UMC, Holy
Spirit Conference - November 15-16

Forest Chapel UMC, Christmas 
Bazaar & Rummage Sale - Nov. 16

Epiphany UMC, Marriage
Date Night - November 17

Cherry Grove UMC, Holiday Gift
and Bake Sale - November 23

Springboro First, Christmas
Bazaar & Luncheon - November 23

Middletown First UMC, 
Prayer Witness - November 24

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Middletown First UMC - Guitartis/Songleader Submit your own Ad
Church of the Saviour UMC - Director of Children's Discipleship
Hyde Park Community UMC - Director of Music

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/faith-leaders-lunch-helping-bipolar-disorder
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/rummage-and-bake-sale-0
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/holy-spirit-conference
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/christmas-holiday-bazaar-community-rummage-sale
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/marriage-date-night
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/holiday-gift-and-bake-sale
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/christmas-bazaar-and-luncheon
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/prayer-witness
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting


Waynesville UMC - Youth Minister
Korean-Madisonville UMC - Youth Ministry Director
Cornerstone UMC - Childcare staff
Mason UMC - Children's Ministry Director
 

Items needed and available:

UMCFood Ministry: Free! Church Pews
Waynesville UMC: Free! Poinsettia Tree Stand

Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes

Mt. Healthy UMC: Free! Silver Communion Trays 
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Sound System
  

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember in
thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Konrad Modschiedler who died Sunday, November 3, 2019. He was a retired pastor from West
Ohio who served appointments at McDermott, New Boston, New Albany, Burgess Avenue,
Middletown Faith, High Street, Piqua Evangelical, and Milford Center churches and
the Monclova/Wilkins Charge. He is survived by his wife Betty. Funeral services were held last
week. You may make memorial contributions to Piqua Compassion Network, 531 W. Ash
Street, Piqua, Ohio 45356 or Upper Miami Valley Young Life, 325 W. Ash Street, Piqua, Ohio 45356.
To view his obituary and leave condolences online click here.

Ohio River Valley District of the UMC, 7388 E Kemper Road,
Suite 1, Cincinnati, OH 45249
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