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Todd's Book Club: Talking to Strangers

How can we be better at adaptive leadership?
How can we be culturally competent?

How can we listen to each other and leave space for grief, lament, and silence?

Todd shares some insights from reading Malcolm Gladwell's Talking to Strangers.

 District News

Thursday, November 7, 2019 - Crossroads Community Church (Mason)

https://youtu.be/9njG1F-Ipr4


Friday, November 8, 2019 - Bethel International United Methodist Church (Columbus)

Dismantling the Community-to-Prison Pipeline with Tia Martinez
A school suspension doubles the likelihood of a student dropping out and triples the chance of
juvenile justice involvement. Juvenile incarceration increases the likelihood of ending up in the adult
system by age 25 to a 1-in-3 chance. Having a felony record decreases lifetime earnings by 30%.
The United States has a pipeline that is decimating communities with disadvantage. How do we
respond together to change this trajectory?

What to Expect
A unique one-day learning intensive dedicated to understanding the root causes of the community-
to-prison pipeline and developing strategic solutions to dismantle it.
This event brings together faith, education, community, and correctional leaders to create
collaborative efforts that will effectively restore and transform our communities of disadvantage to
communities of opportunity.  

Learn more and register here via the West Ohio Conference website.

 
Connecting Points is for all United Methodists and friends in our region - all church members, church
leaders and pastors. It's an opportunity to connect for an hour with District Superintendent Todd
Anderson and Assistant District Superintendent Suzanne Allen for teaching and conversation. 
Before and after this hour discussion, we'll take care of a few things:

connecting with Pastor/Parish Relations teams to review their pastor evaluations
connecting with Pastors for their yearly one-on-one review

In the sign up you will register for your church's 30 minute session. When you do so, you are also
signing up for the Connecting Points session. It takes place in between the scheduled church
sessions. During a daytime meeting, the session for everyone runs from 2:45-3:45. In the
evening the time is 6:45-7:45. When signing up for your slot, please indicate the total number who
will be attending from your church. Sign up here!

Young People Assessment

Please take time to help us better understand
what is happening in ministry with young people
around the Ohio River Valley District! We are
asking every church to take this short survey to
help create a more clear picture of what is
happening in the area of ministering to young
people (ages 0 to 23 years of age) around the
district. The information provided will only be
used to create a holistic district wide snapshot.

Thank you for your help! 

Take the survey here:
http://bit.ly/orvyoungpeople 

 Resources

https://www.westohioumc.org/buildingbridgesofopportunity
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-connecting2
http://bit.ly/orvyoungpeople


Can I ask you a question?
It's the same one you probably get multiple times a day, answer with the usual generic response,
and move on. Well here goes ... How are you?
Don't answer just yet. Reflect for a moment. How are you?

Here, at the WOC, we want you to be able to respond with an enthusiastic, and grammatically
correct, "I am well." I am physically, emotionally, spiritually and financially well. But if you're like most
folks, there might be one or two wellness "pillars" that could use a little attention. 

You are invited to "Mapping Your Journey to Wellness", a one-day wellness seminar designed to
inform and inspire! Informative topics include:

Comtemplative Prayer with Ignatian Spirituality (Bonnie Weaver-Miller)
Understanding and Implementing Resilience Strategies (OhioHealth)
Getting Started with Exercise and Eating Strategies for Success (OhioHealth)
Financial Actions for Everyone (EY Financial Services)

You can also expect free flu vaccinations*, a tasty lunch, CEU credit for clergy, and a good time with
friends. Additionally, we will host our active plan health insurance meeting at the end of the seminar
day. The cost for the seminar is $10 per person and spouses are encouraged to attend. Dates are:

Wednesday, November 6th at Kettering Christ UMC (3440 Shroyer Rd., Kettering)
Thursday, November 14th at Reynoldsburg UMC (1636 Graham Rd., Reynoldsburg)
Wednesday, November 20th at St. Andrews UMC (120 W. Sandusky St., Findlay)

Learn more here via the West Ohio Conference website

Church Conferences and Online
Forms submission

Pastors, if you haven't already done so, secure
an Elder to preside at
your church conference and let the district office
know your plans by emailing Nancy Newton
at nnewton@wocumc.org. 

All church conferences should be
completed by the end of November and all
paperwork should be entered online or sent
to the district office by December 1,
2019. Get all of the forms via the West Ohio
Conference website.

In case you missed it: Consider using the suggested order found here along with the church
conference worship bulletin found here which will guide you in worshipful work together.

Please contact us if you have any problems or questions about your charge conference paperwork.
All pastors and anyone with the designation of "Church Data Administrator" has access to
your church documents on the WOC dashboard. 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/wellness-seminar-mapping-your-journey-wellness
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/mapping-your-journey-wellness-nov-6-2019
https://www.westohioumc.org/district/event/mapping-your-journey-wellness-nov-14-2019
https://www.westohioumc.org/district/event/mapping-your-journey-wellness-nov-20-2019
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/wellness-seminar-mapping-your-journey-wellness
mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/2015-churchcharge-conference-reporting
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/77064305-87d7-4ea6-9d87-c25baa2ae4b3.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/41f10b79-257d-45f6-8d7f-55a6799393da.docx


 Educational Opportunities

Dream Like Jesus Webinar
Beginning This Evening: October 29, Nov 5, 12, and 19, 5:00-6:30 pm MT (7-8:30 PM EST)

Jesus was a visionary who dreamed big dreams. Although we follow this visionary, our churches are
not always thriving. Almost 100% of church decline is due to lack of a bold vision.
 
Discover how to dream like Jesus in this life-giving, faith-building, interactive course. And how to
bring those dreams to fruition. Register here.

Teaching Tuesdays

Next Up: November 11, The Art of Asking Great Questions 

INSTRUCTOR: Rev. Jeff Raker, Level Up Leadership Coach
Leaders who make statements don't get as far as leaders who ask questions. There are good
questions and then there are great questions. Asking great questions is an art. There are some
helpful boundaries to observe and as with anything, practice will help. Drawing out more information
so that you get a full picture and answer the real question is an art that can be taught. Learning this
art will have a positive impact on ministry for the individuals you disciple, the unchurched you
encounter, the staff you lead and the lay leaders or pastors with whom you do ministry.

Other Upcoming Teaching Tuesdays: 

November 19: Foster and Kinship- What You Need to Know and How You Can Help
December 3: Adventures in the Small Church
February 11: QPR (Question, Persuade, and Refer) Training: Suicide Prevention

Register now online!
Download the latest class descriptions here.

Safe Sanctuary Training in Winter-
Survey Response Needed!

The West Ohio Conference is proposing to offer
Safe Sanctuary Training in January or February
2020 in the ORV District. Now is the time to offer

https://www.mcssl.com/SecureCart/ViewCart.aspx?mid=8AD131D2-70FD-432B-878A-C06CAD6EAD7F&sctoken=f04d56ce596e4b739d4926260e216d8c&bhjs=1&bhqs=1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-teachingtuesdays1
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/094f4d5e-1f2e-48b8-9c16-5c41c64f7d76.docx


your input on when you'd most like to attend the
2.5 hour training. Does a weekday evening work
best for you or a Saturday morning? 

Please send Nancy a quick email
at nnewton@wocumc.org and let her know so we
can plan accordingly.

 Local Church & Ministry Partner Events

Colombia Missions, Blessings
for Brisas 5K - November 2

New Life Furniture Bank, 
Party in the House - November 9

Newtonsville UMC, Christmas
Bazaar & Chili Supper - November 9

Anderson Hills UMC, 
Jingle Bell Fair - November 9

Prof. Pastoral Counseling Institute, 
Faith Leaders Lunch - November 12

Church of the Saviour UMC, Holy
Spirit Conference - November 15-16

mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6u8HSlZMiKI
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/blessings-brisas-5k
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/party-house
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/christmas-bazaar-chili-supper
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/jingle-bell-fair-0
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/faith-leaders-lunch-helping-bipolar-disorder
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/holy-spirit-conference


Springboro First, Christmas
Bazaar & Luncheon - November 23

Middletown First UMC, 
Prayer Witness - November 24

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Hyde Park Community UMC - Director of Music Submit your own Ad
Waynesville UMC - Youth Minister
Korean-Madisonville UMC - Youth Ministry Director
Cornerstone UMC - Childcare staff
Mason UMC - Children's Ministry Director
 

Items needed and available:
UMCFood Ministry: Free! Church Pews
Waynesville UMC: Free! Poinsettia Tree Stand
Milford First UMC: Free! Children's Choir Robes
Mt. Healthy UMC: Free! Silver Communion Trays 
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Sound System
  

Ohio River Valley District of the UMC | 7388 E Kemper Road | Suite 1 | Cincinnati | OH | 45249

https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/christmas-bazaar-and-luncheon
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/prayer-witness
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT_11090

