
News and Notes: October 20, 2020

Abundant Fruit is almost here!

This Sunday at 4 PM - from the comfort of your home or in your own safe, socially
distanced group - hear from our grant recipients about the disciple making, world
transforming work they are doing, even in the midst of the pandemic.
Hear from our District Superintendent Todd Anderson about the "state of the district".
And hear from our virtual choir!

Even if we can't yet safely gather all in one room,
we can share in a district-wide communal experience together online.

RSVP on the Facebook event here,
and watch for a link to the video on Sunday afternoon!
(It will be posted on Facebook and also sent via email)

Last Call for Virtual Choir!

You may have seen some of the virtual choir
videos that our churches have been doing as a
creative response to this era of social distancing.
It has become a safe way to make music together.

Bill Beer from Clifton United Methodist Church has
graciously agreed to put together our anthem for

https://www.facebook.com/events/1284192391922450


Sunday October 24's Virtual Abundant Fruit Gathering. The song, "Tapestry of Love", is
fitting for our celebration of the many threads of ministry the event is celebrating.

There is a Google Drive link with practice music, and a folder for submissions. Dropbox
is also acceptable. Contact Bill via email (billynbeer@gmail.com) with any questions

If you'd like to be a part of singing together,
submit your video to Bill by tomorrow to give him time to make the video!

We hope to hear many beautiful voices joining together on the 24th!

For an example of Bill's virtual choir work
with Clifton UMC, check out their recent video of
Courtney's setting of Psalm 23

The ORV is just beginning our 2020 version of Connecting Points. Since C-19 doesn't
allow for in-person meetings, we are using Zoom to meet with each church pastor and
S/PPRC - each for 30 minutes. Click here to schedule your meeting.

A new evaluation protocol has been developed by the West Ohio Conference for this year.
The documents are fillable PDFs. Please download the documents and save them to
your computer before you begin to enter your information or your work will not be
saved.

The Local Church Pastor Self-Assessment Form - to be filled out by the pastor
The Pastoral S/PPRC Assessment Form - to be filled out by the S/PPRC
The SMART Goal Formation Plan - to be completed collaboratively by the pastor
and the S/PPRC

Once completed, submit your documents to Shira Jackson at sjackson@wocumc.org.
Please send them in one email as 3 separate attachments with the signature page
included with the evaluation (not as a separate document).

Watch for Todd's Connecting Points address at our Abundant Fruit celebration!

Justice in the UMC

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1a57dBJ4-sqk-G3P3k-JwD7uKSowXP9YP?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11UTBkC1KgM1_XO8stpxET7VFLDwvic5G?usp=sharing
mailto:billynbeer@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKk0sJki2js
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=4090c4aaca822a57-2020&view=calendar
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/ab70cbca-1cf8-408f-954f-e716340f4d60.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/42ffa322-324e-4848-8368-998b3416c0eb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/42ffa322-324e-4848-8368-998b3416c0eb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/360a2bd6-8b63-4466-8ac4-25d7a8b06c54.pdf
mailto:sjackson@wocumc.org


Mark Curnutte Webinar - Tues November 17

Anderson Churches for Racial Unity (ACRU) and Greater Anderson Promotes Peace
(GAPP) are excited to announce the upcoming program, Across the Color Line: Reporting
25 Years in Black Cincinnati. Author, Mark Curnutte, was awarded the Governor’s Nuestro
Amigo recognition in 2018, for his reporting on race and social justice issues. Curnutte, a
reporter for the Cincinnati Enquirer for 25 years, is now a Visiting Instructor in media,
journalism and film at Miami University. We hope you will join us for this informative
evening. Register for the Zoom here, or download and share the flyer.

Resources

Church In Winter: Free Webinar Weds Oct 21

Advent and Christmas are often high points for congregations.
But what about in 2020?

Both the combination of cold weather and COVID restrictions can make it feel
overwhelming to plan even the smallest gathering or outreach. You need proven strategies
for ministering outdoors and a process for inspiring new ideas.
In this free webinar you'll learn:
Best practices from a 30-year-old expression of church that always meets in the snow
How to inspire the creativity of your congregation to unlock new ideas
Unexpected opportunities to engage your surrounding community during winter
This webinar is FREE and perfect for any church leader who needs fresh ideas for this
coming winter. Register here.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/across-the-color-line-registration-125339677349
https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/1bcf86f3-1e93-4d14-9b28-9c44d0062e05.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_F4AZbRvQQD6_pUfWsehpjQ?goal=0_eb9d1fd14e-23c0397995-1206061685&mc_cid=23c0397995&mc_eid=5d7735af12


Teaching Tuesdays are back!

It's been a long time since we got together for a learning
opportunity over lunch. The pandemic has radically
changed all our lives these past 7 months or so. But we're
ready to get back to being together - at least via Zoom!

Kicking things off this month is Rev. Rebekah Simon-
Peter's The Platinum Rules for Thriving
Congregations. This 4-week online workshop started
today and runs each Tuesday throughout October.

On Tuesday, November 10, we have experts from the General Council on Finance
and Administration presenting Get Aboard the Church “Brand”wagon: Don’t Get
Derailed. This will be a discussion on branding basics: What, How and Why to
create a brand for your church.

Tuesday, December 1 brings Advent Hope led by Dr. Don E. Saliers, Theologian-in-
Residence at Candler School of Theology. An accomplished musician, theologian
and scholar of liturgics, Saliers is the author of 15 books on the relationship
between theology and worship practices. He co-authored A Song to Sing, a Life to
Live with his daughter Emily Saliers, a member of the Indigo Girls.

Please sign up for the workshops that interest you by clicking here. They are free and will
run from 11:30-12:30 on the Tuesdays indicated. Grab your lunch or cup of coffee, sign
into Zoom, and relax while you learn from the best!

The Zoom meeting link will be emailed to you a few days prior to your workshop.

West Ohio Missionaries do Virtual Visits
 
In the next few months, multiple United Methodist missionaries with ties to West Ohio will
be itinerating virtually. These one-hour ZOOM sessions allow churches, mission
committees, and individuals to get to know missionaries and learn more about their
ministries. Registration is required ahead of time for each session.
 
·    Oct 22, 8:00 pm: Willie Berman – Manos Juntas, Mexico; Deborah Dornon – Tansen
Hospital, Nepal (Register Here)
 
·    Oct 29, 12:00 pm: Margaret Madison – Church for All People (Register Here )
 
·    November 12, 11:00 am: Katie Peterson – Eastbrook Mission Barn, Pennsylvania;
Lester Dornon – Tansen Hospital, Nepal (Register Here )
 
For more information on West Ohio missionaries, visit the West Ohio website here
(https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/missionaries).
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Soul Crate: Spiritual Retreat in a Box

From Pastor Robert English
(Mt. Healthy UMC, Clifton UMC, Chapters Northside)

As our homes have become the center of our spiritual lives,
Soul Crate is equipping people to grow in love, connection and
hope.  Soul Crate is a monthly subscription service where we
will deliver a spiritual retreat to someone’s home for $30. All
proceeds go to fund Chapters in Northside: A progressive
Christian community where stories intersect.

Learn more on Soul Crate's Facebook page.

Church & Ministry Partner Events

ORV Churches:
Fall festivities

Anderson Hills UMC:
Blood Drive October 31

Classifieds

Paid and unpaid job openings:
Sharonville UMC - Facilities Manager
North Bend UMC - Pianist
Otterbein Lebanon Senior Life - Hospice Chaplain
UMC Food Ministry - Director of Kitchens
Lebanon UMC - Director of Children's Ministries
Epiphany UMC - Director of Contemporary Worship
Armstrong Chapel UMC - Director of Student Ministries
Park Avenue - Custodian
Waynesville UMC - Keyboardist/Pianist

Items needed and available:
Landmark Ministries: Padded chairs
Faith Community UMC member: Free! Handmade cloth masks

https://www.facebook.com/Soul-Crate-Spiritual-Retreat-in-a-box-105181601311171
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/news/autumn-church-events
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/event/charlottes-heart-blood-drive


New Vision UMC: Free! Konica Minolta toner
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