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2020 Annual Conference September 12
 
Saturday, September 12, the West Ohio Annual Conference Session will convene.
 We will begin at 9:00 a.m. with Opening Worship and will proceed to conference business. The
Business Session will end at approximately 1 p.m.  Online registration is required. You may register
through the conference website: www.westohioumc.org.  Should you need assistance, please contact
your district office or Tim McCoy at tmmcoy@wocumc.org or by phone at: 614-505-7413. Registration
opens on July 8 and will close on August 7. Please review the FAQs for more information.
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Virtual Festival of Faiths - Aug 23-30

Festival Celebrating Religious, Cultural
Diversity Needed Now More Than Ever

The 3rd Annual Festival of Faiths, the signature
program of the interfaith group EquaSion, is
going virtual to offer an 8-day program, August
23 through 30, filled with worship, music, spiritual
meditations, brown bag and webinar events, and
a panel discussion for youth. 

Click Here to view the entire 2020 schedule of
programs.

Festival of Faiths 2019

The 2020 Festival of Faiths was expected to draw more than 3,000 participants to Xavier University's
Cintas Center, until the Festival's leadership decided to cancel this year's in-person event due to
concerns surrounding the new coronavirus pandemic. Building on the momentum of our community's
interfaith collaboration and the "Turning to Faith" series, which attracted hundreds to online
programs in April and May, the new program has been crafted for the unprecedented challenges we
face.

This year's theme is "Compassion Through Action: 20/20 Vision for Hope, Healing and Justice," and
the activities being planned will again embrace the 30 faith communities and 13 world religions that
have participated in previous festivals. Festival of Faiths Co-Chairs include Sandy Kaltman, Maria
Munir, Bishop Marvin Thomas Sr. and Jaipal Singh.

"The city and the country are keenly aware of the divisions that persist in our society at a time when
we must all remain socially distant to combat the COVID-19 pandemic, yet Cincinnati's interfaith
community representing 13 world religions continues to find ways to come together," said Festival
spokesperson Tamie Sullivan.

 Social Holiness and Justice

https://www.equasion.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ta1BJW5_YcI&feature=emb_title


Preaching Grace for an Anti-Racist Church

"If we white preachers sit on the sidelines during the current
national debate over white supremacist systems of violence
against people of color, if we allow our congregations to
miss out on the saving dimensions of Christ's work, we are
in danger of impugning and sidelining the gospel of Jesus
Christ."

Read full article at UMCDiscipleship.org

Each week we will feature one or more pieces detailing our United Methodist commitment to social
holiness, creation care, and peace with justice. Stay tuned for encouragement and action steps as
we seek to transform the world around racial justice, environmental care, immigration, economic

justice, and more.

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic

Cheviot UMC and Elizabethtown UMC partnered 
to provide housing improvements to a family in need. Watch the story above!

Sign Up To Help UMC Foods
First Week of School - August 17,19,21

Cincinnati Public Schools has asked UMCFood
to provide meals at each of their elementary
schools (23 in all) for August 17, 19 and 21 only.
This is Monday-Wed-Friday from 11a to noon.

Sign Up Here

This is an opportunity for our churches to help by
'adopting' a school for that week. It would take 2
or 3 people per day to serve meals - all outside

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/preaching-grace-for-an-anti-racist-church?mc_cid=f7caeaf846&mc_eid=cfa82b7e8d
https://youtu.be/GRY5TS5YQgw
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090c4aaca822a57-adopt


the school building. Most will be drive up- contact
with people should be very minimal.

Requirements:
1) Have been background checked by their home church or UMCFood (Safe Sanctuaries)
2) Watch a 15 minute training video
3) Agree to confidentiality (no names are taken, but your folks might recognize some of the students)
4) Wear a mask

Job Duties

1) Arrive at 10 a.m. and await food delivery by UMCFood (All food is shelf stable)
2) Serve meals as instructed
3) Keep accurate counts of how many meals were distributed
4) Either stay until UMCfood picks up paperwork and excess meals, OR deliver paperwork and
excess meals to one of our central kitchens.

Contact Nancy with any questions

Wesley Foundation Needs Your Help:
Help Welcome UC Students

With the reality of starting a semester under
pandemic rules, the Wesley Foundation in
Cincinnati has realized we need to reach
incoming University of Cincinnati students in a
different way than we ever have.

We are working to gather names and addresses 
of incoming students so we can send Wesley 
Welcome Kits to them in early August. The info 
and a link to a Google form  for youth 
pastors/churches/parents to use to share info 
can be found here.

 

Global Kidmin Day- 
Saturday August 8

During a time of global pandemic and racial
tensions, ministry to kids and families matters
more than ever before. This is what Global
Kidmin Day is all about.

Join Ryan Frank and others for conference
quality training at your church.
Topics covered during Global Kidmin Day will include:
- The heart and purpose of children's ministry
- The nuts and bolts of ministering to children of all ages and needs
- Equipping parents to lead their children spiritually at home

mailto:nnewton@wocumc.org
https://mailchi.mp/40d617c0fb7c/help-us-welcome-uc-students


- Helping kids navigate the fear and uncertainties of our day
- Teaching children about racial and ethnic diversity
- And more!

In addition to the training, there will be times for group discussions and individual reflection.
Register your group: https://colocatemc.typeform.com/to/y8MaBjiw 

Location: Cornerstone Church, 7600 Princeton Glendale Rd., Liberty Township
Contact Teresa Roberts at 513-874-0910x 313 at Cornerstone Church or 
Dianna Sheely 513-561-4220x304 at Armstrong Chapel with questions.

 Opportunities / More Resources

Ohio River Valley District
Nonprofit Grants Now Available

It is our privilege and blessing to partner with
many faith based non-profit agencies within the
five counties of the Ohio River Valley District by
offering Non-Profit Agency Mission Grants.
Through our partnership with these 501c3 ministry
organizations we are able to serve many in the
name of Jesus Christ.

Local Church grant applications will be available
early September.

Due to Covid, please e-mail this application to
Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen (sallen@wocumc.org) by
4pm on Friday August 14, 2020

Get the nonprofit grant application here, 
as either a PDF or DOC.

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
Sharonville UMC - Lead Preschool Teachers Submit your own Ad
Church of the Saviour UMC - Treasurer & Building/Office Admin.
Park Avenue UMC - Custodian
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - PreK-6 Grade Teacher
Waynesville UMC - Keyboardist/Pianist
West Ohio Conference: Executive Director of UM Foundation 
St. Mark's: Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
Milford First: A Million Dreams Learning Center staff
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Executive Director, Primary
Program Coordinator and High School Program Coordinator
Bethany UMC - Preschool teachers
Park Avenue UMC - Custodian
Okeana UMC - Pianist/Organist
Cheviot UMC - Custodian

 

https://colocatemc.typeform.com/to/y8MaBjiw
mailto:sallen@wocumc.org
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Items needed and available:
Faith Community member: Free! handmade cloth masks
New Vision UMC: Free! Konica Minolta toner
Cherry Grove UMC: Free! Music
York Street UMC: Needed! Edge trimmer
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Food pantry items

www.orvumc.org, 513.421.2057, Ohio River Valley District,
7388 E Kemper Road, Suite 1, Cincinnati, OH 45249
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