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Juneteenth Peaceful Witness
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Peaceful Witness events last weekend, calling for a
stop to racism, excessive force, and silence in the face of injustice.  
Watch the video to see some highlights. 
 
It is beautiful to see so many United Methodists living out their baptismal vows. Many photos and
videos are coming in - please email them to Nick - presentorv@gmail.com - who will be sharing a
"Part II" video next week. (You can also use Dropbox, Google Drive, or WeTransfer for large files)
 
The efforts do not stop with this one weekend. There will be more peaceful witnesses this coming
weekend, and ongoing education efforts, including a discussion of the film 13th. 
 
Follow the Peaceful Witness Facebook page for the latest.
 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/PeacefulWitnessSWOhio/events

Tomorrow at 1 PM EST:
  
United Methodists from around the world will
gather to lament for the racism in our midst. We
will also reflect on Psalm 22, have a time of
communion and hear God's call to join in the
work of dismantling racism and pressing on to
freedom for all.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VH3N_9NvQpM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VH3N_9NvQpM&feature=youtu.be
mailto:presentorv@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pg/PeacefulWitnessSWOhio/events


Be a part of Dismantling Racism: A Service of
Lament, Wednesday, June 24, at 1:00p EDT.
Watch and participate in the denomination-wide
observance at UMC.org/EndRacism

 Creative Responses to the Pandemic

Slinky Tutoring Continues to Reach Out  
by Gina Craft (DCM at Monroe UMC & Amanda UMC)

The parents of three students were called just as
Slinky began on Wednesday, March 11th.   One
child had a persistent cough and the other two
had a fever.   The tutors and I simply thought,
"This too shall pass." Little did we realize that a
pandemic and a stay-at-home order were on the
rise! We certainly had no idea that this would be
our last Slinky session together for the school
year! It was a shock!

 
 
An innovative way of tutoring had to come to mind - and fast! Parents were texting about the
frustrations of remote schooling. Some didn't have the proper computer or internet equipment; some
kids would not stay on Zoom with their teachers, and some just wouldn't get out of bed or stop
playing video games! The Middletown School District reacted quickly to the various problems. Some
principals even made home visits. Those at risk were (and still are), grateful for the food drop-offs
located at bus stops throughout the city.
 
Here at Slinky, we understood that the children would not want to do everything remotely. Therefore,
we packed personalized boxes for their specific skill level and needs. These "Learn-at-Home" boxes
were packed full of school supplies, books, and DIY projects. Upon delivery, our visits were at a
distance. Mothers were not pleased about being laid off, but their children were thrilled to be
dismissed for an "early spring break"!
 
Several more visits occurred, as The Panera Bread Company had extra baked goods to donate. 
Of course, Slinky had to take advantage of the situation and pair the delicious goodies with more
books for the kids to read. "Bread & Books" became a welcomed outreach mission, as did "Juice &
Books" and "Snacks & Books". So as not to deplete the Slinky Library, we are accepting new and
used book donations for the next delivery of "Just Books".  
 
As we await the Governor's recommendations about the re-opening of school and extracurricular
activities in the fall, Slinky will take precautions, but will not completely back off. Whether "masked-
face to masked-face" or on-line tutoring - until we are all blessed with a vaccine, we will respect the
necessary limitations. In Matthew 19:26, the Apostle of Christ gave us the perfect motto to live by:
"...with God all things are possible!"

http://umc.org/EndRacism


 

  

Thank you to all the churches who joined in the conference-wide effort
to provide COVID re-entry kits to returning citizens. 
 
Story from Oak Hills UMC:

Thank you to everyone who contributed a "Welcome Back" COVID-19 hygiene kit for a person who
is leaving prison in Ohio. Our church put together 17 kits, which contained face masks,
towel/washcloth, soap, nail clippers, Band-Aids, shampoo/conditioner, hand sanitizer, tooth
brush/paste, comb, and notes of encouragement. Please say a prayer that the individuals who
receive these kits will know that God loves them and cares about them and that they will be blessed
as they make a new start in their lives.

Resources for Responding 
to Systemic Racism

We must be prepared to minister to those that
are hurting, and to adequately address the
issues that are confronting our nation.
Discipleship Ministries has collected resources to
help churches address the topics of racism,
systemic oppression, violence, and more. 
Read more here.

 

 

"Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?"
 - Psalm 85:6
 
What is awakening: ORV 2020 Summer?   
 
In short, this is a Virtual Camp experience
especially developed for Ohio River Valley
District students due to the cancellation of so
many camps, mission trips, days of service,
retreats, and the list could go on and on...  
 
 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/resources-for-responding-to-systemic-racism?mc_cid=24f34ab08a&mc_eid=cfa82b7e8d


We hope you can "come" and by your presence you connect with other students, with adult leaders,
help children in the Cincinnati area have educational support, and most importantly you experience
an awakening allowing you to deepen your relationship with God.   
 
Who is invited to participate in awakening: ORV 2020 Summer?
All students who are in middle school and high school. Read more and register here. 

Resuming Worship Guide
from Ministry Matters:

As states "re-open," how will we resume worship
gatherings in person while the pandemic is still
with us?
A care-filled response to that challenge is much
more than unlocking the church doors and
inviting all to come, sit, sing, and greet one
another as had been our custom. We know the
dangers posed and the risks taken if we were to
do that. We care enough not to let that happen.

That's why we, an ecumenical group of theologians, scientists, physicians, pastors, bishops,
and practitioners from United Methodist, Evangelical Lutheran, Episcopal, Pan-Methodist, and
Roman Catholic traditions, among others, have gathered in an extended consultation. 
We joined this consultation because we care about people and their safety. And we care about
finding ways to gather for worship in this new environment, ways that are rich with theological
tradition and faithful in public witness.

Read the whole document here

ORV COVID-19 Resources Page: 
 
We are always adding new resources to our page to help you with ministry during the
pandemic: everything from live-streaming resources, grants, mental health support, and much
more. Check back often. We will be adding to it on a regular basis as more information becomes
available. Resources here.  

 Opportunities / More Resources

Ohio River Valley District
Adaptive Ministry Grants
Now Available

Churches may apply for up to $3,000 to be used
within the 2020 calendar year for adaptive
ministry in response to Covid-19 or taking new
action to eliminate systemic racism. These

https://files.constantcontact.com/f8aef7aa001/ff70cbcc-a9ea-4115-827e-b5bc45d1813f.pdf
https://www.ministrymatters.com/files/862/Resuming%20Care-filled%20Worship%20and%20Sacramental%20Life.pdf
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches-during-covid-19
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches-during-covid-19
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/resourcing-our-ohio-river-valley-churches


projects may include: * Expansion of technology
for development and long-term sustainability of
online worship or outreach. * Programs which
address food insecurity. * Funding that will
support action steps to learn about and work
toward eliminating systemic racism. We will
receive applications through September 30.

Get the grant application here.

 Classified Ads

Paid and unpaid job openings: View/Respond to an Ad
West Ohio Conference: Executive Director of UM Foundation Submit your own Ad
St. Mark's: Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
Milford First: A Million Dreams Learning Center staff
Wesley Chapel Mission Center - Executive Director, Primary
Program Coordinator and High School Program Coordinator
Bethany UMC - Preschool teachers
State Avenue UMC - Bookkeeper
Park Avenue UMC - Custodian
Okeana UMC - Pianist/Organist
Cheviot UMC - Custodian

 
Items needed and available:

A John Wesley UMC member: Free! Puppets
Cherry Grove UMC: Free! Music
York Street UMC: Needed! Edge trimmer
State Avenue UMC: Needed! Food pantry items

 A Call to Prayer

Let us remember in prayer those grieving the loss of their loved one, and remember
in thanksgiving the life and ministry of:

Rev. Larry Poling who died Tuesday, June 16, 2020. He was a retired pastor from the West Ohio
Conference who served appointments at Christ Church, Gallipolis; St Andrews; Fairhaven-Sugar
Valley Charge; Pioneer-Alvordton Charge; Kingston-Crouse Chapel; Mechanicsburg; and Greenfield
First churches. He is survived by his wife, Rose Marie (Shaw). A memorial service celebrating
Larry's life will be held on Saturday, June 27 at 11am at the Church of the Messiah in Westerville.
The family will receive friends from 9am until the time of the service. In lieu of flowers, Larry asked

https://www.orvumc.org/sites/default/files/district/ohiorivervalley/documents/pdf/page/application.pdf
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list
https://www.orvumc.org/district/ohiorivervalley/webform/submit-classified-ad-ohio-river-valley-posting
https://www.orvumc.org/classifieds/ohiorivervalley/list


that donations get made to the Charitable Pharmacy of Central Ohio or to the Democratic
Presidential Campaign. To view his obituary and leave condolences online click here.
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