OHIO RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT

MISSION FOUNDATION

FUNDING DEFINITIONS

Congregational Development- Training events or programmatic emphases, which seek to strength, mature and grow numerically the local congregation.

Examples of this kind of ministry would be the addition of a new service,

hosting a regularly scheduled youth night at the church or which the church

sponsors in a community space such as a school gymnasium or community

center, with a short Bible study and/or some kind of Christian accountability system; development of a children’s church and community choir and Bible study or any new initiative designed to strengthen the local congregation.

Local Church Community Ministry- Those ministries for which the primary

target group or groups are members of the of the greater community and not

necessarily the members of the congregation.  These would include school ministries or any other ministry with the local schools system, food pantries, health fairs, clinics or services, community education programs such as English as a Second Language (ESL), employment training, parenting classes or classes to train advocates for youth involved in the community justice system.  These ministries may address economic, social, political and justice issues in the community.

Community Agencies- Organizations who carry out the mandate of Matthew

24:34-38, which states it is the Christian’s responsibility to reach out to care

for the needs of those who are hungry, thirsty, naked, sick or in prison.

Additionally we are mandated to care for children and those unable to speak

and advocate for themselves.  Therefore we have formed relationships with

other organizations that provide these services in our district communities. The United Methodist Church also mandates that the UMC be involved in Ecumenical and Inter-religious Dialogue, for the purpose of understanding other denominations and religious groups.  Together with theses groups we work to produce healthy and just communities for all of God's people.  Therefore we may seek to support these kinds of agencies who work in collaboration with the UMC and other faith communities in the area.

