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Why Become a Lay Speaker?





Lay Speaking has existed in The United Methodist Church from the beginning of Methodism.  Lay speakers are to witness to their faith in the areas of ministry by “spoken communication, church and community leadership, and care-giving ministries.”  Lay speakers no longer just fill pulpits as needed -- they are to be in ministry to every facet of the life of the church.





Lay Speaking Ministry is the United Methodist system for lay leadership development.  Basic and advanced courses are designed to help you develop your skills in leadership, communication and care-giving.  Lay leaders can and do provide leadership in a congregation.  Lay leaders serve as chairs for ministry teams or committees, they support the ministries of others in the church and they work behind-the-scenes to complete a project or special task.





The Basic course teaches you to be a Local Church Lay Speaker.  Local lay speakers serve only their local churches.  After one year, you may take an Advanced course to become a Certified Lay Speaker.  Certified lay speakers serve in their own local church, in other churches, and through district or conference projects and programs.





After three years, persons remaining as Local Church Lay Speakers must take a Refresher Course if they choose not to move toward certification.  Every three years, all Certified Lay Speakers must recertify by taking an additional Advanced class or a course recommended and preapproved by the District Committee on Lay Speaking Ministries.
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Registration Form





Name  _______________________________





Address ______________________________





City_____________________ State _______





Zip____________  Phone________________





Email________________________________





Church ______________________________








REFRESHER COURSE





________  June 20, 2009








BASIC COURSE





________  March 20 & 21, 2009


   


_______  September 18 & 19, 2009








ADVANCED COURSE





________  March 20 & 21, 2009





(Lay Leaders Lead Small Groups)





________  September 18 & 19, 2009





(Lay Leaders Create Disciple-Making Faith Communities)





All courses are $30.00 and include meals 


& snacks.  Make checks payable to 


“Ohio River Valley District.”  Mail to 


4400 Reading Rd, Suite 1 


Cincinnati, OH  45229 


two weeks prior to class date.











  





    





                                                 2009 Basic, Advanced and Refresher Courses





Basic Course	 Friday, March 20 & Saturday, March 21	 Friday, September 18 & Saturday, September 19





The Basic courses run 7:00 – 9:30 p.m. on Friday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p m. on Saturday.  You will learn


to read scripture with the intent of crafting a sermon, as well as examine how Local Church Lay Speakers 


care, communicate and lead within their local congregations. 





Instructors:  Ed Bridgeman, March class		           Susan Nyquist, September class


Locations:  


Cherry Grove United Methodist Church, 1428 Eight Mile Road, Cincinnati, OH  45255  (March class only)


Forest Chapel United Methodist Church, 680 West Sharon Road, Cincinnati, OH 45240 (Sept. class only)





                =================================================================





Advanced Courses  -- choose one or both (only one is required for certification or recertification)





Lay Speakers Lead Small Groups  	Friday, March 20 & Saturday, March 21





Identify the role you play as a leader of a small group.  Increase your understanding of how your spiritual


leadership can help shape and transform Christian groups and the lives of those who participate in them.





Instructor:  Linda Young		Times:  Friday 7:00 – 9:30 p.m. & Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.


Location:  Cherry Grove United Methodist Church, 1428 Eight Mile Road, Cincinnati, OH   45255





Lay Speakers Create Disciple-Making Faith Communities     Fri., September 18 & Sat., September 19





Learn about discipleship systems and how the theory of displacement affects the local church. Consider the 


realities of call and leadership within 21st-century structures and examine new opportunities for ministry.





Instructor:  Janet Steele		Times:  Friday 7:00 – 9:30 p.m. & Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.


Location:  Forest Chapel United Methodist Church, 680 West Sharon Road, Cincinnati, OH  45240





                =================================================================





Basic Refresher Course for Local Church Lay Speakers – Designed to prepare Local Church Lay Speakers 


to focus on their role as spiritual leaders, and to function as role models for others in the congregation.





June 20     One-day class from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p m.	         Instructor:  Bob Jewett, District Lay Leader


Location:  Hamilton First United Methodist Church, 225 Ludlow Street, Hamilton, OH  45011


























Training on Request





Can’t make any of these training dates?  If you can help sponsor a class, the Ohio River Valley District will schedule additional training to meet your congregation’s needs.  





We have qualified instructors for the Basic, Advanced and Refresher courses required of Local Church and Certified Lay Speakers. To request training, we ask that your church be willing to serve as host location.





The District will provide the instructor, teaching materials and food.  Your church would be asked to provide hospitality (snacks and beverages) and help promote the event.





The class must have six registered participants to be cost-effective.  


The District will also promote the additional class through the weekly News & Notes sent to all subscribers.








For more information


contact District Lay Leaders


Bob Jewett: 513-896-7305


bobjewett1@aol.com


Linda Young: 513-871-1598


LEY113@yahoo.com
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Cincinnati, OH  45229








